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PREFACE 

The following addresses were preached (in sub- 
stance) during the week of a Mission, held in a 
manufacturing village by the parochial clergy. It 
has always seemed to me that more might be done 
in this way among the mass of the people, either 
by services held quite in their midst, or by special 
eflforts of a missionary character, such as that now 
in view. It is not always feasible to engage the 
services of a regular missioner ; but the spirit of 
prayer and earnestness which should surround a 
Mission, may still be obtained. There are some 
advantages too, in a Mission thus conducted. It 
is difficult to get people to believe that their 
clergy, whom they see often, and know to be kind 
and benevolent, but not given to excitement, are 
in reality thirsting for the good of their souls. It 
is good for the clergy too ; for it makes them see 
how much elementary religious instruction is 
needed. It is hard to realize that people who 
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frequently attend church, are often ignorant of 
the simplest truths. A Mission week forces us to 
speak plainly and to the point, to venture back to 
the groundwork of religious faith and practice, in 
a way at other times difl&cult. The present ad- 
dresses were preached exteTwpore, and so preserved 
only in substance, the last being incomplete, as 
only notes can be recalled. 

W. R S. 

ScuNTHORPX, Novemher, 1882. 
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I. 
^i)e Great (fHuestion. 

"Where art thou?"— Gen. iii 9. 

Before I begin to speak about this text, you will 
expect me to tell you why you have been called 
together by such a pressing invitation on this 
Sunday night. I can understand that some of you 
have never been in this church before, that others 
only seldom attend, and that those of you who 
are in the habit of coming to worship here regu- 
larly, do not fully understand the meaning of this 
movement upon which we are now entering, or 
what is meant by a mission. You are saying in 
your hearts, "What mean you by this service? 
It is something new. May we know what this 
new thing is ? What is a Mission ? " 

Now, in trying to answer this question to your 
satisfaction, let me say, first, that this movement 
is in one sense new, while yet in another it is not 
so. It is new, for you have never yet had what 

B 
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we call a Mission^ in this place, and the methods 
which we adopt are fresh, and so fitted to arouse 
enquiry and interest. It is not new, if by new is 
meant setting forth new doctrines. You will not 
be able to ask us about new doctrines, for the 
truths which we seek to set before you will be the 
old truths of the gospel message — the one faith of 
the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, into 
which you were admitted at your baptism ; and it 
will be left for you to ask only, " Why are you 
adopting this new method of setting this truth 
forth ? Tell us, What is a Mission ?" Have I read 
your thoughts aright ? 

As I understand it then, in simple words — for 
the thoughts which we want you to consider, are 
pimple truths — in this Mission, God is going to 
speak to you, and you, I trust, are going to speak 
to God. This is a solemn thought, and it must 
make us all in earnest. If this day were to be 
your last, and you knew that before to-morrow's 
light you would be standing before the judgment- 
seat of God, what would you expect to hear from 
Him ? What would you have to say ? But see, 
now He is going to speak to you, not as Judge, but 
as Saviour, and you are permitted to plead with 
Him, not as a criminal, standing before the throne 
of your judge, but as a son or daughter, speaking 
to a loving father. Oh, it is a solemn thing to 
hear God's voice, and to come near to speak to the 
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living God! So let us be in earnest. Too often, 
alas ! we have trifled with the solemn realities of 
God, of our soul, of sin, of death, of judgment, of 
heaven and hell, of the everlasting issues of the 
life we are now leading. Let us be in earnest for 
this week. Let us come away from the world, and 
in the quiet s^iillness of this place listen for what 
God has to say to us, and send up some strong, 
earnest prayers, that He would help us to live 
higher, nobler lives in the future, than we have 
in the past. But perhaps you say, "God is 
always speaking to me ; I may see Him in the 
works of His hands, the beauty of the world 
about me; He speaks, to me in my reason and my 
conscience. I hear His voice in His holy word ; 
Sunday after Sunday He calls me to worship Him ; 
His Holy Spirit speaks in the outpourings of His 
grace." Yes, this is true. But do you not often 
neglect His voice ? Does the beauty of nature 
make you praise Him when you rise from your 
beds? Do you obey your conscience? Do you 
read and meditate upon His holy word ? Do you 
seek for His Holy Spirit by prayer ? Do you never 
miss the sununons of the church bell on the Lord's- 
day ? Does the voice of conscience keep you 
from sinning often and repeatedly against Him, 
while His voice grows fainter and fainter, until at 
last you hardly hear it at all ? Ah, surely, though 
God speaks to us always, if we would hear, we 
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need some stirring call to rouse us out of the 
slumber into which our soul has fallen. 

And this is that call, — this Mission. It is a call 
to you to repent — to hearken to the voice of God 
calling to you ; to return to the Father whom you 
have left, but who holds out His arms to receive 
back His prodigal, to come back to the fold 
whence you have strayed, and to the Shepherd 
who will lay you on His shoulders rejoicing. This 
Mission is like Jonah calling to the people of 
Nineveh ; it is like John the Baptist preaching in 
the wilderness of Judeea ; it is like Jesus Christ 
going into one of the villages of Galilee, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God. 

Some have never heard God's message; have 
never come under the power of the good news of 
Jesus Christ; others have forgotten it; some, 
though they know it, are living as though there 
were no God, no blood of Jesus Christ shed for 
the pardon of their sins, no Holy Spirit to live in 
their hearts. Some have never prayed, others have 
left off praying ; some pray without any heart, 
some never go to church, others go only when the 
fit takes them; some spend the Lord's-day like 
any other ; some spend half that holy day in bed, 
and the rest of it in idleness or sin, or (at best) think 
they have done enough if they give the remnant 
to God by attending an evening service.. Some 
never have family prayer ; some live in open sin ; 
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some are outwardly righteous, and indulge them- 
selves in secret sins ; some are fiercely tempted by 
the vanities of the world, the lusts and passions 
of the flesh, or the suggestions of the devil ; some 
live in godless or unhappy homes; some are in 
doubt or trembling ; some are in want of spiritual 
aid and consolation; some are bearing a heavy 
cross of poverty, or sickness, or anxiety. This 
Mission has a message for all. It invites all, it 
gives all an opportunity of getting what they 
want; it says, in those words of all-embracing 
love which we have placed upon our invitation, 
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." 

And now, how does the text help us in this 
work which we have before us — the restoration of 
our souls to pardon and peace, and to a renewed 
life of communion with God ? Where art thou ? 
It is the great question which God asked of Adam, 
when He came as usual to the garden of Eden in 
the cool of the day, and found Adam for the first 
time absent. It is the great question which He 
asks of each one of you to-night, and I pray Him 
that He will give me grace so to lay it before you, 
and you grace so to hear it, that before the end of 
this Mission you may have answeted it honestly 
and truly to yourself and before God. 

What need for God thus to call and ask of Adam 
" Where art thou ?" Could not His all-seeing eye 
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penetrate the thin screen of tree trunks and green 
foliage behind which the terror-stricken couple 
were crouching ? It could be no ignorance which 
led to it. Nay, it was not that He might know, 
but that Adam might answer, and answer truly. 
God was dealing with a creature, to whom at his 
creation had been given free will, and as he had 
abused that free will to disobey. He would give 
him the opportunity of confessing his sin. 

And when He asks it of you to-night, it is that 
you may freely and willingly answer. It brought 
conviction to Adam's soul, may it bring conviction 
to yours also. "Adam, where art thou V* Ah, that 
question had never been asked, unless a great and 
asked, because sin had come between man and Gk)d, 
terrible change had come over Adam. It was 
bringing with it all its sad consequences. How 
had it changed the face of that fair Eden, and 
robbed it of its delight, in those few hours ! The 
sun still shone brightly; the merry songsters of the 
grove still triUed their heort-stirring lays; the 
hues of the flowers were bright as ever, and the 
fruits still luscious to the taste; there was no want 
of pleasant resting-places in the heat of the day, 
or fair walks for the evening time; but as the hours 
passed they brought no happiness to Adam, but 
only shame and trembling. What had sin wrought ? 
It had brought fear, where formerly there was 
confidence. There was no fear before Adam's dis- 
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obedience. He talked with God as a man with 
his friend. His countenance was radiant with 
truth. He had nothing to conceal, and so no fear 
of detection. Now, he could not face God. He 
knew that his countenance would betray him at 
once. It brought the idea that he could hide. The 
idea, I say, for Adam must have known that no 
created thing could conceal him from that all- 
seeing eye, and yet he tried to hide. It brought 
excuses — ^you remember how, when God asked, 
" Hast thou eaten ? " Adam began to make excuse. 
" It was the woman," and, as if he would cast the 
blame on God, " the woman whom Thou gavest to 
be with me." And it brought shame, for now 
innocence was gone; evil thoughts and desires 
arose, where before all was pure and good. 

Are not you too, brethren, well acquainted with 
these effects of sin ? It brings you fear. There 
are men who would undergo any amount of phy- 
sical toil, or rush on any danger who dare not 
be alone, or sit down quietly, and think of their 
own death. It would unman them. They put 
away the thought, and so get rid of the fear. But 
leave them alone with their own thoughts for 
companions, and they will tremble like timid 
children m the dark. There is no fear so terrible 
as the fear of detection. There is no courage so 
true, so fearless, as that of the man who knows 
he is at peace with God. Who are they that dare 
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venture with their lives in their hands to bring 
victory to their country, or knowledge to their 
fellows, or the truths of the gospel to the heathen ? 
Are not they those who have laid down fear along 
with sin, and trusted themselves wholly to the care 
of a loving Father ? Are they not the Havelocks, 
the Livingstones, the Mackenzies, the Pattesons ? 
Men whose names are written not only in the 
records of England's heroes, but, we believe, in the 
Lamb's book of life? Are not those verses 
true — 

'^ miserable man 

That hath all the world to Mend, 
Yet dare not in prosperity 
Remember his latter end. 

" But happy man, whatever 

His lot in life may be. 
Who looks on death as the angel 

That shall set his spirit free, 
And bear it to his heritage 

Of immortality." 

Do you not know how sin makes us hide ? Not 
that we can really hide, but it persuades us to try 
and shelter ourselves. What is the secret history 
of some man's life, who is living without religion, 
without worship, without prayer, without a thought 
of heaven or hell ? Or of one who, though out- 
wardly religious, is all rottenness and hypocrisy 
within ? Is it not a history all through, of hiding ? 
There was a time when he delighted to hear of 
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God, when he took pleasure in prayer and in 
attending God's house, perhaps was even a com- 
municant, or led the praises of God in the white- 
robed choir, and was a leader in all that is good 
and true. Then came the beginnings of some 
sinful habit, and with the sin, fear and shrinking 
from God's face. There was nothing for it but 
confessing his sin, or trying to hide from God's 
presence. And since he could not make up his 
mind to the first, he began by leaving oflf praying 
morning and evening, for prayer kept his conscience 
tender ; then he became lax about public worship, 
and neglected Sunday. Then, when he found that 
he was still unable to hide from self, and forget 
the voice of conscience, he went deeper among the 
trees, and tried to fill up the gap which the want 
of religion made in his life, by pleasure, or by the 
company of the gay and thoughtless, or by im- 
mersing himself in money getting, or in the esteem 
of other men. And now he has become so 
hardened in neglect, that his conscience hardly 
ever gives a prick, or is at once silenced. But 
what is the good of this hiding ? It is all a sham. 
It is just like the plan of the ostrich, which, 
when pursued by the hunters, hides its head in 
the sand, and thinks that because it cannot see, it 
cannot be seen by the pursuer. It deceives none 
but themselves. Ah, brethren, do not think that 
we clergy, who have to watch for your souls, do 
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not see these things, and grieve over them; see 
one who was a regular communicant, growing 
slack and infrequent, or denying his profession in 
daily life ; see his earnestness fading away like a 
cloud in the summer heat; see temptations 
gradually getting a hold on him, and habits of 
irreligion and carelessness and hardness becoming 
fixed. We know it is not simply a want of 
earnestness, but there is a cause behind it. The 
life is cold, because the heart is cold; and the 
heart is cold, because it is never warmed at the 
fire of God's love, in prayer and worship ; and the 
prayer and worship are neglected, because some 
besetting sin has taken hold on the soul, and is 
eating out its life. The man or woman is hiding. 
They hide from us, because they are hiding from 
God, hiding from self. Well, God says to you, 
"Where art thou?" ' If we cannot read your 
heart, He can, and He bids you come out of your 
hiding-place, and stand confessed to yourself and 
Him. He calls you back to Himself now ; but if 
you will not come forth from your hiding-place at 
His call now, the time may come when you will 
call on Him, " Lord, Lord," and He will hide His 
face from you. 

And, once more, does not sin bring with it 
excuses? Like Adam, are we not ready to lay 
our faults on everything except ourselves ? We 
sin, say we, because temptation is so strong; or, we 
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should ofifend others, were we too strict ; or, it is so 
hard to go against the opinion of the world, which 
would scoflf and jeer at us, if we set up to be 
religious. We excuse our neglect of morning 
prayer because we are so busy, and of evening 
prayer because we are so tired ; of public worship 
on account of our occupation or our poor clothes ; 
or because we have to work some part of the day, 
and do not think it right to give only a part to 
God. We are content to give Him none at all, 
and to make Sunday just like any other day. We 
do not read the Holy Scriptures because we are 
" no scholars," or have so many other things to do ; 
and so it goes on, until almost every duty of 
religion is neglected, and we find an excuse for it 
all. Surely, surely God's "Where art thou?" 
should lead us to put away our fear, to come out 
of our hiding-place, and let conscience speak and 
confess itself, and to cast overboard our excuses, 
which are all vain before the God who trieth the 
hearts and reins. 

Suppose now you have made up your mind to 
answer this question, and to answer it honestly to 
yourself, and as if you were standing in the 
immediate presence of God, what will you need ? 
You will need humility. Pride will rebel and try 
to keep you back. It is so hard to acknowledge 
that one has been wrong for so long. You will 
need self-examination. The past has had many 
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sins ; their guilt lies on your soul, but you have 
forgotten many of them. Yet memory has a 
wonderful power, if you will use it, and ask the 
aid of God's Holy Spirit. Memory, aided by the 
Spirit, and following the rules of God's command- 
ments, will bring out to light many a stain of sin, 
whose guilt is still dark on your soul, because it 
has never yet been repented of. Guilt has the 
effect of blinding the soul. You will have to take 
the light of the Holy Spirit, like a candle, to search 
the inward parts of your heart. " For Thou re- 
quirest truth in the inward parts." Then, when 
God's voice sounds sternly in your soul — ^when 
conscience is allowed to speak, and you see the 
dark stain of past sin — then, lest you should 
despair of any place of pardon for one like you, 
even in the tender mercies of God, you will need 
hope held forth — the hope of pardon. You will 
want to gaze upon the cross, and see the out- 
stretched arms of Jesus ; to hear Him forgive the 
penitent thief, and send away in mercy the woman 
taken in adultery, and restore Peter after his 
denial, and Thomas when he had doubted Him. 
You will want to stand beneath that cross, and let 
His precious blood fall on your dark stains. You 
will want to hear His words of love and mercy, 
and to learn that they may be for you, even you ; 
that you with all your past sin may hope for 
pardon, and say, "Thou shalt purge me with 
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hyssop, and I shall be clean ; Thou shalt wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow." 

May God give you grace to determine that you 
will do this. May He give you humility to bear 
the shame of the past, the aid of the Holy Spirit 
to show you your sins, the hope of pardon to 
encourage you to know yourself as you are. If 
you answer this question as we wish you to do, at 
the beginning of this Mission, God grant that in 
the end you may be able to say in answer, " Here, 
Lord ; no longer hiding, but in Thy presence ; no 
longer fearing, but trusting ; no longer sin-stained, 
but forgiven ; no longer flying from God, but 
kneeling in penitence and love at the foot of Thy 
cross." 
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Wif^o i% gout i^astert 

My friends, will it be thought that the questions 
which we have set down as the subjects of 
addresses, are beneath the dignity of the pulpit ? 
are too commonplace to be made the starting- 
point for a series of religious addresses ? Well, if 
the dignity of the pulpit means that we are only 
to use long words and well-constructed sentences, 
and then send you away wondering what on earth 
the preacher has been driving at, we will let the 
dignity of the pulpit go on this occasion, and try 
to speak to you in plain words and honest speech. 
And since religion is not a thing for once a week 
only, to be brought out of a drawer with the 
Sunday clothes, and then put carefully out of 
sight and mind for the rest of the week, but which 
ought to enter into every part and action of our 
lives, we shall not hesitate to make a beginning 
with some thoughts which are familiar, and, if 
you like, commonplace. 
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"Who is your Master?*' Some working man 
perhaps will answer, " What does it matter who is 
my master, so long as the hours of work are 
regular and short, and the wages are paid to the 
day. I do my work, and I expect to get an 
equivalent; the master is nothing to me." Perhaps 
some master will say, in like manner, "If my 
servant does his work well, if he is punctual and 
industrious, I am content. I pay him his wages ; 
that is my part of the contract." Is not this some- 
thing like the general feeling on the subject, in 
our day ? But is it the best, the highest, the true 
view of the relation between master and servant ? 
Time was when in this our land masters and 
servants felt that they had mutual relationships 
and mutual duties ; when they were bound 
together, not in rival associations, but in guilds 
and unions which had as their principles the 
common bond of humanity and religion, and 
which recognized eadi man ^ worthy. Z. because 
he was worth so much, but because he was trust- 
worthy and God-fearing, upright and industrious, 
good and true. Then, each felt an interest in the 
others' affairs, knowing that all were members one 
of another, and that if one member suffered, all the 
others suffered with it. Is this never to be so 
again ? We do indeed seem to be drifting daily 
further from it ; but if it is ever to be so again, it 
must be by the triumph of those Christian prin- 
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ciples which teach men to do their work, " not with 
eye service as men-pleasers/' but "as unto the 
Lord, and not unto men," which make the 
master regard his servants as Philemon did 
Onesimus when he came back to him, " no longer 
as a servant, but as a brother beloved." 

But it was not that we might discuss questions 
of this kind (though indeed such questions must 
arise when men begin to think in earnest about 
their relations toward God and their fellow-men) ; 
not that we might discuss questions of this kind, 
that you have been invited here to-night, but that 
such questions might suggest higher considera- 
tions, touching not simply your social state, 
but the good of your souls now, and for endless 
ages. Once again I ask, " Who is your Master ?" 
And by that I mean. To whom do you give the 
service of your hearts? To whom have you 
yielded yourselves servants to obey ? Servants 
we all must be. Perfect independence to be and 
do just what we please, is a dream in which very 
young persons are wont to indulge ; but every 
one who has battled with the world for a few 
years, knows that no such thing is possible. No 
man is independent, even of his fellows; and if 
any one is more independent in this respect than 
another, he is aU the more liable to be enslaved 
by his own passions and inclinations. Servants, 
in some sense, we all must be ; the only question 
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is. Whom shall we serve? Can we find one, 
whose service is perfect freedom ? There is an 
old legend, which was very popular in the Middle 
Ages, so much so, that it was frequently painted 
on the walls of churches; and even now, such 
paintings are at times discovered during the re- 
storation of old churches. It was called the 
legend of St. Christopher. Christopher, so runs 
the legend, was a man of mighty stature and very 
great strength. He was also possessed of a great 
and noble mind. His ambition was to do what 
was noble and great. So he determined that he 
would serve no master but the strongest. When 
he could find one who was stronger than all others 
and feared no rivalry, he would devote himself 
heart and soul to his service. It was a noble 
resolve, but not easily carried out. He tried one 
master after another, but always, just as he was 
thinking he had foimd the object of his search, 
another would appear so much stronger that he 
had to transfer his service. At length the day 
came when his patience was rewarded. As he 
was looking for a new master he came upon one 
who sent him to a river-side, that he might carry 
passengers over to the further shore. The stream 
was deep, the current rapid. Any ordinary man 
would have been carried oflf his feet, but the 
giant size and strength of this man enabled him 
to do it with ease, and he was glad to be engaged 

c 
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in SO charitable a work. One dark night, in the 
midst of storm and rain, he heard a child's voice 
crying for help. When he reached the spot 
whence the voice came, he found an infant, and 
placed it on his shoulder to bear it into safety. As 
he stepped back into the current the weight on 
his shoulder got heavier and heavier, until at last 
he almost sank in the water, but, struggling on 
bravely, rather than let go the child, he reached the 
shore, and laid down his burden. Then he found, 
that the infant was no other than the child Jesus, 
who in gentle tones told the giant that he had seen 
his charity, his industry, and his good service, and 
was come to reward him. The giant fell at his 
feet and declared that now he would serve no 
other, but that He should be his Master for life or 
death. Now, what is the lesson of this legend? 
Why do I tell it you to-night? Christopher 
means "the Christ-bearer." Every Christian should 
be a Christ-bearer; that is, bear Christ in his 
heart, and be devoted to His service. I shall try 
and persuade you this evening, to take Christ for 
your Master, and to serve Him faithfully in life 
and in death. But before I say anything about 
Jesus Christ as a Master, let us think who are the 
masters that on every hand are calling to us to 
serve them. For from every side, within and 
without, there are voices saying to us, " Come and 
enter into my service. I promise you happiness, 
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ease, comfort, pleasure, and freedom." Who are 
these that call us ? and what are their promises 
worth? 

There is a monstrous, misshapen giant, who 
claims the allegiance of many, called Unbelief. 
Now, what is there so attractive about unbelief 
that it should prevail to make men cast off the 
lessons of their childhood, deny the God who 
made them, the Saviour who bought them, the 
Church which nourished them ; should lead them 
to renounce their baptism, count the blood of the 
covenant wherewith they were redeemed an un- 
holy thing, and do despite to the Spirit of grace % 
Is it, that it is natural for man to be sceptical in 
matters of' faith ? Then how can you explain the 
fact that, go where you will among the nations 
of the earth, in highly- civilized nations or in 
barbarous tribes, everywhere you will find some 
kind of belief in God, often indeed a perverted and 
false one, but still a faith of some sort ; just as 
S. Paul found the Athenians "exceedingly re- 
ligious"? Or how will you explain that other 
fact, that a real atheist is hardly, if at all, to be 
found ? Many in the time of health and strength 
will say boldly, "There is no God," and live 
as if it were true, who, when brought down by 
sickness, or reduced to the last extremity, with 
eternity staring them in the face, and death at 
hand to bear them away, will be found in abject 
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terror, lest that which they denied should after all 
be true. No; religion is not a stranger to the 
mind of man ; there must be some other explana- 
tion of the power of this master, Unbelief. One 
reason is, ''A little learning is a dangerous thing." 
This is an age of learning, and so we are some- 
times led to think that we ourselves are learned 
too. But it is also an age of half-truths, and half- 
truths are often no better than lies. Thus, a man 
will get hold of a mistaken idea of what the 
Church teaches on some subject, and will deny 
the truth, when in reality he knows not what 
it is. He will hear that the truth of the Bible is 
attacked, and will at once jump to the conclu- 
sion that it has been proved false. He will be 
told of some new scientific idea which clashes 
with his own ideas of revelation, and will think 
that all revelation is shown to be a lie ; he will 
listen to objections against revelation, against the 
Bible, the Church, or religion, and be convinced 
by them, without ever hearing the aiguments by 
which these objections have been overthrown 
again and again. Could he know a little more, 
if his learning were a little deeper on these 
subjects, he would know that the glorious truths 
of Christianity only shine forth the clearer 
through these objections, just as the stars are 
brightest, when seen against the background of 
the darkest sky. 
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Another reason for the power of this monstrous 
master, Unbelief, is this — that it offers freedom; 
freedom to be and do what 70U like. Many men 
try hard to shake off their faith in God, in the 
promises and threatenings of God's word, in 
heaven and hell, in resurrection and judgment, 
and stifle the voice of their conscience, because 
these things are a restraint to them. They feel 
that if these things are true, they must live in 
accordance with them; and since they want to live 
not to God, but to themselves, to cast off all the 
restraints of temperance, and purity, and justice, 
and honesty, and kindness, and religion, they begin 
by freeing themselves from the old creeds, and 
saying instead, " I believe in nothing." Now, my 
friends, if any of you are in, or are being led into 
this state of mind, or are being tempted to it by 
companions who would have you, like themselves, 
without God in the world, I entreat you first of 
all to pause, and think where this will lead you at 
Icust. Weigh well the cost, and then make the 
plunge if you will. What does unbelief mean 
for you ? Look back a little first. What is more 
sacred than the memory of a good and tender 
mother ? Where is the man, who is ashamed of 
his mother? Does not the heart of the strong 
man turn back in tender memory to the time 
when, as a little child, the foundation of all that 
is pure and good in his character was laid by the 
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precepts and example of his mother ? When we 
read the biographies of great and illustrious men, 
do we not find them acknowledging with gratitude 
all that they have learned from their mother? 
Well, unbelief means that this truest and tenderest 
thought of man's heart is to be cast away as false. 
It means that those truths which you learned at 
your mother's knee were no better than super- 
stitious lies ; and that you must regard her who 
bore you, if not as a wilful deceiver, yet as 
ignorant and foolish. Wh^re is the true man, who 
does not shrink from the alternative ? The faith 
of childhood may be simple, the heart of child- 
hood may be credulous, yet it is the childlike 
heart which makes the strong, and noble, and 
illustrious what they are in the sight of God and 
their fellows. What else does unbelief mean ? It 
means that for the sorrows of life there is no 
balm ; that though you are weary, languid, over- 
borne by the toil and heat of the day, worn out 
by poverty, grief, or domestic sorrow, there is no 
remedy for care, but to seize the pleasure of the 
day, no thought which can relieve your burdened 
heart, nothing left but to drown your sorrow in the 
wine cup, or the still darker despair which drives 
on the wretched to be reckless, and destroyers of 
their own lives. It means, that there is no 
remedy for care, but to eat, drink, and be merry ; 
no hope for the miserable but the silence of 
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the grave. It means, that, look as far as you 
will along life's course, there is but one outlook, 
and that dark and drear; that the dosed-up 
coffin, and the dull thud of the earth, as it is 
shovelled on top, is the end of all; and that 
there is no ray of light which tells of a re- 
surrection to life and hope, and an eternity of 
joy. It means, no God, no Saviour, no trust in 
even the most sacred relationships of human life, 
no truth, no hope, no eternity. 

Thus unbelief slays its thousands ; but sensual 
sin, lust, and intemperance slay daily their ten 
thousands. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God." Why is it so difficult to 
keep young men and women right, as we say — 
to lead them in the path of godliness and religion, 
to make them delight in public worship, and 
to be earnest in private prayer, and to preserve 
them from careless and ungodly ways? Why 
is it that you, my son or my daughter, lately 
so frank and open, so ready to listen to holy 
teachings and good suggestions, dare not now 
look freely into the face of your parish priest, 
or your teacher, or even your parents? Is it, 
alas ! that you are no longer pure in heart ? that 
some secret immodesty, some evil thought, sug- 
gested by book or newspaper, or unfit companion, 
or prompted by Satan, has been allowed to remain 
in your heart, to sully its purity, to fester and 
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breed corruption there, and to drive out prayer, 
and good thoughts, and holy practices ? For be 
sure of this, that the Holy Spirit of God will not 
long abide, where such things as these are cherished. 
Parent, or elder sister, or brother, have you ever 
in this respect put a stumbling-block in the way 
of one of these little ones? Since sins against 
purity are, alas ! so common, and so little dreaded 
by the world around, have you ever permitted 
yourself to speak lightly of them, or to laugh at a 
deadly sin as though it were only a pardonable 
indiscretion? Can it be, that there are any in this 
church, who have not only sinned thus themselves, 
but been the means of another's falL Can they 
bear the thought, that they will have to answer, 
not for their own souls alone, but for the soul they 
led away, before the judgment -seat of Christ ? 
There is a sad, sad opinion rife, sad, because it 
leads men to go on without penitence, and rush 
into God's presence with their sins upon their . 
head, that when evil courses are left oflf, all is 
welL But the stain of guilt is not so easily 
wiped oflf. Only by true and deep repentance 
can the soul that has stained the purity of its 
baptismal robe, be made fit to enter into God's 
presence, only by weary, painful, toU, and many 
prayers can it become once more a resting- 
place fit for the habitation of the Holy Spirit. 
Oh, beware, my son, my daughter, of that soul- . 
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destroying suggestion of Satan, *' It was long ago 
I sinned." 

And what of the twin master — ^Intemperance ? 
Truly he lords it over his victims. There is no 
worse master than this, because his first act is to 
take away a man's wiU. Every time a man or 
wo]!nan yields to this sin of intemperance, they 
are less and less able to resist, until at last they 
are the sport and mockery of that which they 
took at first for pleasure, or comfort, or good 
fellowship. This is the great argument used with 
regard to providing houses of detention for 
habitual drunkards. Just like the lunatic, the 
drunkard is not master of himself. He is com- 
mitting suicide, only by degrees, and is dangerous 
to himself and to others. And if you meddle 
with this master, if you give way ever so little, 
only once or twice as you think, he will get you 
into his grasp, and make you his slave. Nor is 
this aU. See the host of evils that follow intem- 
perance. It wrecks body and souL " Just a nip 
to keep out the cold," says one. " It will strengthen 
you for your work," says another (both are untrue, 
because strong drink neither keeps out the cold 
nor gives strength, but the contrary); and then 
the man learns to take these little nips constantly, 
and to stay himself up whenever he feels a sink- 
ing (which is sure to come afterwards) ; and the 
end is, as you know too well, my friends, from 
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sad examples which happen only too frequently, 
that the health is impaired, the strength is sapped, 
and a premature death closes the career of one 
who only a few years before gave promise perhaps 
of a useful and honoured life. 

Intemperance destroys domestic happiness. The 
foundation of this, is mutual respect between 
husband, and wife, and children. But what re- 
spect can there remain for one who, however kind 
he may be at other times, is seen when in his 
cups in a condition no better than a brute (though 
no brute would bring itself to such a condi- 
tion) ; or maddened by the fury of intoxication, 
performs acts and uses words which in sober 
hours he would shrink from? When the wife 
who greeted you with a smiling face and gentle 
words, shrinks back with pale face and dark looks, 
or is roused to bitter anger; when the children 
who ran to climb on your knee hide themselves at 
your approach, it is like a second conscience re- 
proaching you for your sin. Yet the demon of 
intemperance, which has first silenced the voice of 
conscience within, goes on to silence this accuser 
too, and to stamp recklessly upon the love and 
peace of the sweetest, happiest home. And it 
opens the door for still worse crimes. It is the 
fruitful mother of anger, murder, lust. It sup- 
plies our prisons, and fills our limatic asylums. 
You cannot be a drunkard and yet an honest man. 
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"I only go on the spree sometimes/' says one. 
Do you know what that means ? Not long ago, a 
conference of doctors was held, and they discussed 
the question of intemperance. Their unanimous 
conclusion was, that directly a man takes to 
<^l™^l^gi yo^ cannot trust his word. It is a 
symptom of the disease, as much as unsteady gait 
and random speech. You cannot trust the word 
of a drunkard, and naturally; for he has first 
given up his will, and so is no longer master of 
himself. This thought surely, if it were realized, 
would make even a drunkard stop short. 

Such is the master that tens of thousands in our 
land are serving, the god they are bowing down to. 
It is like the car of the Indian god Juggernaut 
Its votaries cast themselves before it, and are 
crushed by its heavy wheels. Many serve it here 
in our village, and in many a fair country village 
through the length and breadth of the land. Some 
of you perhaps are in its power, some yielding to 
it bit by bit ; some others may be trifling with it. 
What if you are in its power! I beg you, in 
Grod's name, break with it. Break with it en- 
tirely. It is no use to try half -measures with this 
master. It must be open revolt or nothing. Per- 
haps this mission may lead some of you to make 
a good resolution about this. 

Hear now what the Bible says about this 
matter. They are very solemn, very terrible 



28 OUR VILLAGE MISSION. 

words. " Be not deceived, neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers . . . nor drunkards, shall 
inherit the kingdom of God." "Let us walk 
honestly, as in the day ; not in rioting and drunk- 
enness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in 
strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to 
fulfil the lusts thereof." 

There are many other masters calling to us: 
the master Govetousness, the master Pride, the 
master Envy, the master Selfishness. But the only 
way to escape them all, is this : " Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ." Like Christopher, take Him 
for your master, and you will never want another. 
These may be strong; but He that is with you 
will prove stronger, and lead you to victory. And 
what a master He ! Do you like a master to be 
generous, open-handed ? Do you like him to be 
brave and courageous, and to lead on where he 
expects his men to go ? Do you like one who has 
a fellow-feeling for his men, as though they were 
part of himself ? Well, in Jesus Christ you have 
the fulness of generosity, of courage, and of love. 
So generous, as to give up His own glory, that you 
may enter into it, and enjoy the treasures which 
are at God's right hand for evermore. So cour- 
ageous, that He endured the shame, despised the 
cross, laid down His life for you, whom, though 
you so often sin against Him, He still calls His 
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friends. So full of love, that He even now 
stretches out His arms to embrace you, all sin- 
stained as you are, if you will only return to Him, 
and He will take you on His shoulders and lead 
you into green pastures of rest And this Jesus 
Christ — so generous, so courageous, so loving — 
says to you to-night, '* Come, enter into My ser- 
vice; *for My yoke is easy, and My burden is 
light.'" "I call you not servants, but friends." 
'' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." Won't you 
come? 



ni 
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A QUESTION, my friends, of importance, even from 
a worldly point of view ; for wages are more than 
a name, more than so many pieces of silver or 
gold, more than a simple certificate of so much 
work done to the satisfaction of your employer. 
In almost every case they are the means of sup- 
plying the necessaries of life. They mean food 
to support the body, to make it strong for work, 
and keep it in health ; clothes to protect it from 
the inclemency of the weather ; shelter to keep 
ofif the cold of winter and the heat of sunmier. 
They mean comfort, a home, and so, as far as 
material things can supply them, the peace and 
happiness of life. He is a fool, who, looking 
only at the present, neglects his daily work, des- 
pises his wages, or squanders them when received. 
Or again, looking forward a few years, to the time 
when the power to work will decline, old age 
creep on, and the strength and health decay, 
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wages, at least in the eyes of every thrifty man, 
mean a provision for the future. Wages are not 
a matter of favour ; they are fitly demanded as a 
right; they are an equivalent for work done, a 
contract, remuneration, a matter of justice ; they 
vary with the nature of the work, and the skill of 
the workman. Now if we think (as all do) that 
the question of wages is such an important one 
for the present life, and in view of a coming old 
age, is it not just as much the part of a wise and 
prudent man, to look forward a little further still, 
and see what provision he is making for another 
future beyond the grave ? No one likes the idea 
of the workhouse in old age, and yet, if it cannot 
be helped, we might perhaps be content to look 
forwaixl even to that, as a resort for our failing 
days and extreme age ; since it would be only for a 
few years at most, until our call came to a still 
narrower and more inhospitable home. But 
would it be endurable to any man, with the spirit 
of a man, to think of making the workhouse his 
home for the days of his youth and manhood, say 
for twenty or forty years in the prime of life? 
You will all answer unhesitatingly, "No. We 
will undertake any occupation, however humble ; 
we will seek the shelter of any roof, however 
lowly ; we will endure suflferings, however great — 
work our fingers to the bone before consenting to a 
mean and aimless existence like that." Shall we 
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then be content to endure spiritual destitution for 
the eternal youth of the world to come ? It is 
not a question of a few years of age or sickness, 
but whether, when we rise from our graves with 
eternity before us, we are to be paupers in want 
and distress, or free and independent inheritors of 
a treasure laid up for our use. 

The question then which I want to ask you 
to-night is this: What wages are you earning 
now, day by day, by your spiritual state, in the 
interests of present peace, and of an eternal 
future? The Scriptures will give us a means 
of answering this question : " The wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." This is a matter of 
simple justice. Death is not a penalty invented 
by an angry God, but it is the result of the 
presence of sin in the world. Breaking God's 
laws, moral neglect, ends in death. You would 
not call it injustice, if, when you had collected 
together all the rubbish you could, and heaped it 
opposite your door to rot and corrupt, it bred a 
pestilence among you and your neighbours. That 
is the result of breaking God's physical laws. Sin 
is heaping up spiritual corruption which festers 
and breeds a far worse pestilence. Death, physical 
and moral, death of body and soul, is the result of 
breaking God's moral laws. Look at these wages 
a little closer. Death, the death of the body, is 



WHAT ARE YOUR WAGES? 33 

the result of sin. Now notice here first, that" 
punishment must always follow sin. Even when 
the sin is pardoned, the temporal penalty has to be 
paid. It was so with David. He repented of his 
sin. The prophet Nathan came to absolve him 
from his sin. He said, " The Lord hath put away 
thy sin," yet he had to suffer stilL The child 
died, and he was punished by the ba^ behaviour 
of his sons. He sinned again by numbering the 
people. He repented, yet the pestilence came ; so 
death remains, even though sin is pardoned, and 
its sting withdrawn. The last enemy, death, shall 
be destroyed, but not till sin is over. That sin 
and death are closely connected, we can see in 
certain instances, though we cannot trace it 
altogether. Disease comes from intemperance or 
licentiousness. The man enfeebles his constitution, 
wrecks his health, and falls an easy prey. He 
neglects the care of his body — proper food, 
exercise, cleanliness — and death follows. Then the 
effects are transmitted. The parent hands down 
the shattered constitution, or the tendency to 
some sinful habit, to the children. The real 
connection of course lies deeper ; but of this, reason 
and Holy Scripture alike assure us, — death is the 
result of sin. 

But " the wages of sin is death," means more 
than the death of the body ; it includes the loss 
of the soul. And here let me declare unhesi- 

D 
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tatingly, my belief in what Holy Scripture and 
the Church teach about the eternity of punish- 
ment, and the certain judgment awaiting those 
who stiffly refuse to listen to (rod's voice now in 
the day of salvation, and pass away into His 
presence unrepentant. It is the fashion nowadays 
to call this doctrine into question. It is too stem 
a truth for our easy-going, self -pleasing age ; and, 
so say they, too stern for God. They forget that 
He is just as well as merciful. How do men 
persuade themselves that there is no hell ? They 
begin by making light of sin. Then they say, 
" Why should we for so slight* an offence be con- 
demned to eternal punishment ?" But is sin so 
smaU an offence ? Is not any, even the smallest 
sin (as men speak), of infinite blackness, since 
it is committed against infinite mercy and loving 
kindness ? If a man kills another we call it 
murder; but if he kills his father, to whom he 
owes filial a&ection 8md love, from whom he re- 
ceived all that he has, we call it parricide, and 
brand it with a deeper infamy. So every sin is 
the deeper than at first sight it might appear 
when we remember that it is committed against 
the Fatherhood of God. 

This process, by which men persuade them- 
selves there is no hell, is very like what is going 
on in another quarter about marriage with a 
deceased wife's sister. God's laws, and the law 
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of the Church, and the law of the land (as yet, 
thank God) declare this unlawful; but there is a 
strong pressure being put upon the Legislature to 
alter the law. Why? The agitation is led on 
by those who have done it already. They do the 
deed, then they say, "It ought to be lawful." 
They feel the restraint, and then try to cast off the 
reins. Only a few days ago a strong supporter of 
the agitation for the alteration of this law died, 
and it was found that he had spent nearly a 
million of pounds in the matter. He had already 
broken the law himself, and wished to put him- 
self right in the eye of law and society. 

Just so with that other truth of the future 
punishment of the impenitent. Men who will 
have no penitence now, will go on in their sins ; 
then they argue that sin is nothing, or a very 
slight offence, and that so there can be no such 
terrible penalty awaiting the sinner. 

But in what hell consists, we are not so able to 
say. One used to see and hear dreadful repre- 
sentations of the torments of the lost, — fire, and 
racking pains of the body. We shrink from these 
ideas now, though we must never forget, that as 
the body is the instrument of the soul in sinning 
now, it will be also a partaker of its punishment. 
But may there not be torments as real and dread- 
ful, if not so material ? What of the sufferings 
of a lost soul ? What does Holy Scripture say ? 
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It speaks of " the worm that dieth not, and the 
fire that is not quenched." Without presuming 
to explain fully what these figures mean, we can 
surely see a possible explanation of them, judging 
from the effect of sin in this world. 

"The worm that dieth not." May not this 
worm that dieth not be some evil habit, which 
has gained such a hold on the life of the soul, that 
it becomes a pest to eat out its heart ? We can 
illustrate this from those pests which attack plants. 
Go to your garden, and you may see a parable of 
this kind. All are not attacked by the same pest, 
but the eflfect is all the same — destruction. Some 
have one worm, others a different one ; some a 
grub, others a beetle ; a third a fly. So each soul 
has its own pest, its own besetting sin, its own 
work. Here, it is in its first stage. There, it 
will be developed into the perfect insect, which 
eats away and consumes the life of the soul. You 
need not frame for yourself a loathsome picture 
of a dead body alive with crawling creatures; a 
dead soul. teeLig with evU habite and comlpt 
practices, is a far more loathsome object, a hellish 
sight. Or perhaps the worm that dieth not, may 
be a figure of that bitter remorse without repent- 
ance, which comes when the soul has learnt its 
loss, and yet is incapable of love. 

"The fire that is not quenched." Not flames, 
and an atmosphere of brimstone and sulphur, but 
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the consiuning fire of intemperate and impure 
desires. The heat of fever is nothing to this. It 
may be allayed, it may have careful and loving 
tending, and passes away when the crisis is over ; 
but this fire is the burning of a desire which is 
never quenched, and yet cannot be satisfied. Do 
you not know how the fire of intemperance grows 
on a man, and unregulated desires lead to a life of 
passion, which bums even when it cannot be 
satisfied? And covetousness leads on to the 
clutching grasp of the miser, who starves himself 
to death while the gold is under his pillow. Ah, 
that is very like the fire which is not quenched ! 
It raises in his heart the flame of unsatisfied 
greed ; and yet if he had the whole world of gold, 
one mouthful of food would be worth it all. 
There was a great deal of truth in that fable of 
the ancients, who represented one of the lost as 
placed up to his middle in water, with luscious 
fruit hanging from the boughs over his head, 
from whom, when he stooped to drink, the water 
ebbed away, and the fruit he raised his hand to 
gather, was whirled oflf by the wind. So the lost 
soul takes delight in the evil which it did, is in- 
flamed by the passions bred of sins of the past, 
yet cannot enjoy any of its fruits. Oh, my son, 
or my daughter, if you are tempted to the first 
b^innings of evil courses, to the first enjoyment 
of the intoxicating draught, to the first indulgence 
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of an improper curiosity, to the greed for gain, or 
the thirst for flattery, pause, I pray you, and 
think. You are planting in your soul the larva 
of the insect which will destroy your life, the 
worm which dieth not, and the fire that is not 
quenched. Nay, plant in your soul rather that 
seed-corn which wiU bring forth a good crop. 
Sow the word of God ; feed on the Bread of life, 
which is to you the earnest of everlasting life. 
Set a light to your heart from the lamp of Grod's 
Holy Spirit ; inflame your souls with a fire of zeal 
and love which shall never be quenched, but ever 
bum upward more and more brightly as it nears 
the warmth and light and love of the eternal. 

Yes, the eternal ; for " the gift of God is eternal 
life, through Jesus Christ our Lord." We are no 
longer, you see, on the question of wages. Eternal 
life is not merited by any, but is a gift. It follows 
on repentance and pardon. No one will be in 
hell, who has not wilfully chosen it, has not made 
iniquity his work and destruction his wages ; but 
none will be in heaven, who have deserved it. 
They will acknowledge it in their song of thanks- 
giving. " Thou art worthy : for Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us." That is the secret of 
everlasting Ufa " Ye are not your own ; ye are 
bought with a price/' 

We have dwelt on the wages of sin, let us turn 
our thoughts now to this gift which the Master — 
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our Master, whom we trust you have resolved to 
choose, in place of the many masters of the world 
— ^holds out to us. One of the greatest drawbacks 
from perfect happiness here, is the transitoriness of 
all earthly joy : " The fashion of this world passeth 
away." The greater the happiness, the greater 
the fear of losing it, the dread of the time when 
it must be given up. The strength and health of 
youth, the sound reason of mature manhood, will 
pass in their turn. The aflfections which twine 
aroimd the heart as life goes on will only make 
harder the trial when death comes and bids us 
tear ourselves away. 

Eternal life means that fear will end. What 
we possess then will be sure and abiding. " Here we 
have no continuing city, but we seek one to come/* 
Wages (after all) are a fickle thing to depend upon. 
They only go on while the power of working re- 
mains ; a stroke of illness makes them cease. But 
that gift wiU go on without change, and provide 
all things needful. * " He that cometh to Me shall 
never hunger, and he that believeth on Me shall 
never thirst." 

We have seen that the torments of the* lost 
begin with the first seeds of sin planted in the 
heart. So this gift of eternal life is planted in 
the soul. Eternal life is spiritual life, the life of 
Gkxi implanted in the human soul. At first it is 
but a little spark, a tender plant ; but by careful 
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tending and attention it grows up into the fair 
tree of our inheritance among the saints in light. 
It is planted in Holy Baptism. Then the Holy 
Spirit takes possession of the soul, and consecrates 
it to the service of Gk)d, and the fair plant of 
grace is sown in the heart, to lie dormant or 
grow on steadily, according as it is neglected or 
nourished. 

Now many persons forget that they have this 
eternal life abiding in them. They look on them- 
selves as hopeless, lost already, because they harve 
sinned deeply. Ah! but you forget. You have 
the gift within you. The Holy Spirit has not left 
you yet, nor will He do so so long as there is a 
spark of good desire left in your heart. Your soul 
indeed is like a neglected garden ; but the seed is 
lying dormant. Set to! Break up the fallow- 
ground of your heart by self-examination ; harrow 
it with penitence; supply the tender shoot of 
God's grace with the support it needs. Feed it 
with prayer, with meditation on God*s word, with 
sacraments, with charity, and you will soon be 
astonished to find what capacities for saintliness 
lay tdd in that poor neglected heart of yours. 
You had the gift, but you spumed and neglected 
it. Now, just as sin grows into inveterate habits, 
which presently destroy the life of the soul, and 
become the worm that dieth not, and the fire 
which is not quenched, so this grace of God in 
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your heart will grow, and form in you habits of 
holiness, which will fit you for the occupations 
and enjoyments of future blessedness. 

I asked you last night to choose your master. I 
ask you to-night to choose your reward. Will 
you toil in the service of many lords here — serve 
Satan, serve the lusts of the flesh, the vanities of 
life, the desire of gain, the pride of your heart 
now, and the worm and the fire hereafter ? or will 
you serve Jesus Christ, a Master who is never 
harsh, and be presented with eternal life? Do 
not let me seem to misrepresent the issue. I do 
not mean that there is no reward for sin. Sin 
brings its pleasures for the time ; but those who 
indulge in them " have their reward," and the toil 
soon follows. I do not mean that there is no 
work in the service of Jesus Christ. It is hard 
and toilsome at first; but the toil is soon over, 
and then come rest and peace. Will you have 
your wages now, in payment which will turn into 
dust in your hands and corruption in your souls ? 
or will you endure the cross, despise the shame, 
and be set down amid the pleasures which are at 
God's right hand for evermore ? Grod grant us all 
to choose the right and good way ! 



IV. 
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Thrift is a question which occupies a good deal of 
attention nowadays. We have come to see that a 
great deal of the poverty and wretchedness which 
exist, arise out of improvident habits. If men 
were more careful of what they have, there woxdd 
be fewer occasions on which they have nothing. 
It is not in our power to control the seasons, to 
determine if we shall have good or bad harvests, 
to regulate the state of trade, and the general 
prosperity or depression of national affairs. But 
it is in the power of every man who is earning 
fair wages, to make some provision against these 
fluctuations ; in good times to lay by for bad, and 
in the time of youth, to provide against old age. 
This question is receiving much attention. There 
are conferences held to discuss it, societies for its 
promotion, even a proposition to compel men to 
be thrifty by Act of Parliament. It is made 
easier ; there are means by which money can be 
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laid by better. For instance, the Post-office 
Savings Bank has lately afforded greater facilities 
for depositing small stuns. But when all is said 
and done, the promotion of thrift lies with people 
themselves, and will be advanced best by the 
growth of a public opinion which looks upon im- 
providence as criminal. One means of being 
thrifty is to insure your life. By this means you 
provide at your death for those who are left 
behind. By a small yearly payment, you secure a 
considerable sum for their benefit. Now, many a 
man who would find it difficult to lay by so much 
regularly in the bank, will find it possible to make 
these weekly or monthly payments. This ques- 
tion of insurance, and of thrift generally, is one 
of importance, and I therefore commend it to 
your thoughtful attention. But to-night I wish 
to point out to you that there is such a thing as 
thrift and insurance in spiritual as well as in 
worldly matters; that you have to consider the 
future provision for your soul, as well as future 
provision for old age, or for your wic^ow and chil- 
dren. First of all, there is the importance of the 
question. No amount of worldly treasure or 
store affects it in any way; for the soul is im- 
mortal, and, therefore, "What shall it profit a 
man, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? " The soul has a long, an endless life before 
it. For a time indeed it lives in the tabernacle of 
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the body ; and according to its position and wealth, 
it possesses houses, lands, income, and the like. 
But the time soon comes when a separation takes 
place, and soul and body are divided. Then it is 
discovered that all its wealth, all its talents and 
endowments, were not its own, but only lent. It 
had pnly a life rent in all its worldly goods. " He 
can carry nothing away with him when he dieth." 
"We brought nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out." Let us lay 
this to heart. The soul will enter into eternity 
in a state of poverty, as regards all that seemed 
to belong to it here. Its treasures in money 
or in kind are of no value to it. You remember 
the rich man in the gospel, who, when he 
was planning how to store up his fruits, and 
building large bams and storehouses, heard God's 
voice : " Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be re- 
quired of thee." No beauty of outward form can 
give it any pleasure ; for its outward form is laid 
beneath the clay. It has perhaps in life been 
learned, its mind stored with literature and 
science ; but these will be mere useless knowledge, 
unless it has learnt the truth about itself, and the 
lesson how to die well. Ah ! we cannot conceive 
the loneliness of that soul, which passes away 
from the body in death, is torn from its friends, 
its earthly goods, its toils and its amusements, 
and finds itself in the spirit -world without a 
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friend, having provided no insurance against this 
extremity. Is it not then, my brethren, im- 
portant in the last degree, since death wiU come 
one day to each of us, that we should each for 
ourselves ask, What hope have I in that dread 
hour ? To what insurance can I trust, that I shall 
not then be altogether destitute ? Am I learning 
to die well ? Am I in the way of salvation ? 

Now the assurance which we have of a future 
inheritance, differs from that earthly insurance of 
which we have been speaking, in this, that while 
(in the latter case) we pay what is called a pre- 
mium year by year, and so become entitled as a 
matter of right to the capital sum at the last ; in 
the case of the salvation of our souls, the pre- 
mium has already been wholly paid up for us by 
Jesus Christ. Salvation, the securing for us "an 
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for us," is 
entirely the work of Jesus Christ. He wrought 
it for us by the satisfaction of His life of obedience 
and His death of suflfering, which He makes 
effectual by His continual intercession at God's 
light hand, and His gifts of grace conveyed to us 
by the Holy Spirit. And we receive it, not as a 
right, but as a free gift. So that in reality it is 
more like a legacy than an insurance. It is left 
to us to inherit. Nor is there any limit to the 
extent of this legacy. Just as the love of God 
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embraces all His creatures, just as the eternal 
Father so loved the world as to send His only- 
begotten Son, so the Son " tasted death for every 
man." His merits are all-sufficient. One drop of 
His precious blood is enough to cleanse the 
whole world, and io purify from every sin. 
Oh, wondrous power of the precious blood! 
Precious, because the blood of God, precious, 
because offered as the blood of a Lamb without 
blemish and without spot. By that precious 
blood, we who "were far ofif were made nigh." 
By that blood we are " cleansed from all sin." By 
that blood He purchased His Church. This 
sacrifice of the death of Jesus Christ is called 
At-one-ment, because by it are made one Gk)d 
and man, separated by sin. But wondrous as is 
the love of God, the Father in sending, the Son 
in redeeming ; precious as is that blood shed, and 
universal as are its merits, we know that there 
are many who will be lost, have no part in that 
salvation, derive no benefit from that insurance. 
Why ? Not because God does not will that they 
should be saved, not because the blood of Jesus 
Christ has lost its power, not because any have 
sinned too deeply for pardon, but because they 
have not fulfilled the conditions of the legacy, by 
which alone this At-one-ment, this shedding of the 
precious blood, can be effectual to cleanse from 
guilt their sin-stained souls. 
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Am I a partaker of the atoning sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ? Is the legacy which He left, 
placed to my credit ? These are questions which, 
in view of death and judgment, of an eternity of 
blessedness or woe, none of us can afford to 
ignore. What are the conditions which are need- 
ful, to enable us to answer them aright ? 

I. If we would partake of the atoning sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, we must have faith. " The Son 
of man," said Jesus Christ, must be lifted up, that 
" whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." You remember the 
serpent in the wilderness? The brazen serpent, 
made in the likeness of the serpents which bit the 
people, but without their sting, was a figure of 
Jesus Christ lifted on the cross, made in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, yet without sin ; and as the poor 
bitten people were healed, who looked with faith 
on the brazen serpent, so are they healed who, 
with a living faith, look on Jesus Christ raised 
on the cross of Calvary as an atonement for their 
sins. Jesus Christ crucified is set before you. 
We desire (like S. Paul) that this should be the 
end of our preaching. But we will not leave you, 
as some do, at this point, without explaining the 
meaning of this saying. To say as some do, " Be- 
lieve and be saved, look and live," and add no 
more, to explain what is meant by faith, and what 
is needful for eternal life, is to deceive, by leading 
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some, at any rate, to think they have faith, when 
there is only feeling. 

Let us go a step further, and ask. What is this 
faith ? Is it the knowledge of the historical truth 
about Jesus Christ, that such a person lived on 
earth, that by His miracles He proved Himself 
to be God, that by His character He was seen to 
be perfect, that He collected certain followers, 
that He encountered hatred and persecution, and 
was at length put to death under Pontius Pilate 
by crucifixion ? This faith the devils have. 
They believe and tremble. The faith of the true 
Christian is more than this. Or is this faith the 
same as admiration of the person and work of 
Jesus Christ ? There are some calling themselves 
Christians, wha would be greatly offended if you 
spoke of them by any other name, who yet look 
on Jesus Christ, simply as the most perfect human 
being that ever existed ; a god-like man who lived 
on earth for thirty-three years, set an example of 
the purest morality and excellence, and died a 
martyr's death. But He is not an object of 
divine adoration ; you are not to kneel to Him, or 
approach Him in prayer, or ask Him to forgive 
your sins, or save your souls. The language of 
such persons is sometimes very beautiful. They 
will talk about the character of Jesus Christ in a 
way which demands your admiration. But theirs 
is not the language of faith. Faith is not mere 
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admiration of the character and work of Jesus 
Christ. It is more, far more than this. Faith is 
a God-given grace ; it is a supernatural light shed 
abroad in the heart; it is the answer of the 
divinely-inspired heart, which, looking on the 
cross of Jesus Christ, sees there in that marred, 
disfigured, agonized form the countenance of the 
Son of God ; which cries out with S. Peter, " Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God;" or 
with S. Thomas, " My Lord and my God ;" which 
recognizes in that suffering Saviour " the Lamb of 
God Which taketh away the sins of the world," a 
victim and sacrifice of infinite power and worth. 
Faith is sure confidence in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. It is not merely the assent of the mind 
to a doctrine about Jesus Christ, but the giving 
up of the heart and life to belong to Jesus Christ. 
He who looks with a living faith on the cross of 
Jesus Christ is forced to love. The cross has an 
attractive power. " T, if I be lifted up from the 
earthy will draw all men unto Me." Are you 
cold? Do you feel that in your heart there is 
little or no real love towards God ? Bead the 
story of the Passion of Jesus Christ. See His 
pardoning love. Eecognize in the penitent thief 
yourself sorrowing for your sins. See Him for- 
give His murderers, and know that He is praying 
for you, although you have treated Him so basely 
in the past. Look on His face, all marred as it is, 

E 
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and yet beaming with divine love and pity, and 
you will be forced to cling to His feet with the 
sin-forgiven Magdalene, to look and love, and 
espouse yourself to Him as your Shepherd, 
Husband, Friend. To say in the words of that 
beautiful hymn — 

" Jesu, lover of my soul, ^ 

Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the gathering waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high." 

He who looks on the cross of Jesus Christ with 
a living faith is forced to hate sin; for in the 
cross of Jesus Christ sin is seen in its true light. • 
It is enough to discredit sin, that it drove man out 
of paradise ; that it brought confusion and disorder 
into this fair world ; that it introduced disease and 
death, that it drew man into a state of fearful 
trembling, made him hide from God, and a fugitive 
from His presence. But if you want to see the 
real evil of sin, look at it as it wrought its shame- 
ful work on the Perfect Man. He was made a 
curse for us. What is the meaning of that struggle 
in Gethsemane, and those drops of bloody sweat ? 
What but the burden of the world's sin, wrung 
from Him the cry, " If it be possible, let this cup 
pass away from Me" ? What are those stripes upon 
His back, those scars on His hands and feet ; what, 
that bleeding brow and agonized countenance, but 
the effects of sin? Do you not hate it, that it 
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marred, disfigured Him so ? Yes ; but hate it not 
only in general, hate it in your own heart. Sin 
wrought all this, but in that butden were included 
the sins which you have committed. It was not, 
that sin was heaped like a burden on His back, 
but that the knowledge of all the sin that had 
been, and was coming, was His ; the knowledge 
that, in spite of EUs atoning death, in spite of His 
love, and His tears, and His sorrows, you and I 
would still cling to our sins, and love them better 
than the pardon and peace He has to offer. If 
you look with living faith on the cross of Jesus 
Christ, you must learn to repent. 

Now, if you examine Holy Scripture to see 
what is meant by faith, you will find that though 
it may be summed up in the words, " Christ cruci- 
fied," it includes a living belief, not only in His 
atonement, but in His whole life and teaching. 
The faith of the gospel is belief in the whole 
scheme of salvation, in the whole body of good 
news, which begins with the incarnation and birth 
of Jesus Christ ; which comes to a climax in His 
resurrection and ascension, and is completed by 
the establishment of His Church with its sacra- 
mental rites and ministerial order. And it is a 
faith which is known by a willing obedience to 
the precepts of the gospel, and the conforming of 
the* life to the confession made with the lips ; for 
" with the heart man beUeveth unto justification, 
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and with the mouth confession is made imto 
salvation." 

Nor must you be ashamed of this faith. You 
must be ready to confess it before men. Why so 
ready to shrink from a word of abuse or a look of 
ridicule, on account of your faith ? If ever you 
are tempted to be ashamed of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, think that He was not ashamed of the dis- 
grace and pain of the cross, that He might save 
you. Or if that will not move you, think of the 
time when you will want Him, ah, so terribly ! to 
acknowledge you ; and He, if you are ashamed of 
His words in the midst of a perverse and crooked 
generation, wUl be ashamed of you, before His 
Father in heaven. 

II. Then, if you would be a partaker of the 
salvation which Jesus Christ assures to His faith- 
ful, you must be, as Holy Scripture says, " in Jesus 
Christ." " There is now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus." What is it, to be in 
Jesus Christ ? I think, brethren, that a careful 
examination of this subject will lead you to see 
that this means to be sacramentally united to 
Him. In the language of the New Testament, to 
be " in Christ," is to be joined to Him in the unity 
of His life. Jesus teaches this truth Himself, by 
the allegory of the vine. " I am the true vine, 
ye are the branches." ''As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, no more can ye, except ye 
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abide in Me." And this union of Christ and 
His people in one life, is said to be effected by 
those ordinances of the gospel which we call sacra- 
ments. It is said that in holy baptism, we are 
grafted into Him ; in holy communion, He dwells 
in us, and we dwell in Him. Faith makes us 
look towards Him with love and confidence, and 
assurance of pardon. Sacraments make us live 
in Him, and abide in Him, and keep us steadfast 
unto the end. 

III. For, to receive this spiritual insurance, we 
must persevere unto the end. You do not receive 
the capital amount, unless you have paid the 
premium all along; you will not receive this 
spiritual legacy, if you give up before death ends 
the struggle with sin and temptation. But take 
courage. The end of the struggle cannot be so 
far off after all. The legacy is sure at any rate, 
as soon as you are ready to claim it. The mansion 
is prepared in the skies, so soon as you are fit to 
inhabit it. If He has given you the grace of a 
living faith, (for this too is His, not yours,) if you 
have been a faithful frequenter of those sacra- 
ments by which the Christian soul is united to 
and holds communion with Jesus Christ, if you 
are baptised and a regular and faithful receiver of 
the Blessed Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood, 
if you continue in prayer for His Holy Spirit, He 
will never forsake you. There may be times of 
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dryness and desolation of spirit, but He will give 
you the grace of final perseverance, and will Him- 
self stand at the goal, as you labour and strive 
along the last stage of the race, holding out the 
white robe, and the beautiful crown with which 
He will encircle your victor brow. 



V. 
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Suppose that you are really looking the state of 
your soul in the face, as though you stood even 
now before the judgment-seat ; suppose that you 
have resolved, that none of the masters many or 
lords many of the world, the flesh, or the devU, 
shall be your master, but that Jesus Christ alone 
• shall have your faithful service from henceforth ; 
that you have put into the balances the wages of 

} sin and the gift of eternal life, and agreed with 

Grod for future happiness, even though it be at the 
cost of present toil, rather than with the sin for 
present reward, and the eternal portion of the 
worm that dieth not, and the fire that is not 
quenched ; that you have raised your eyes with 
the gaze of faith to the cross of the Crucified 
Bedeemer, and there learnt to love and adore 
Him, and to hate the sins which led Him to a 
cruel death ; that you have made up your mind 

k for the future to live in Him, in union with Him 
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by frequenting the blessed Sacrament of His love, 
you will then be prepared for the next question 
on our list, " What are your difficulties ?" 

Now you will perceive at once, that in a sermon 
I can only treat this question generally. I see 
before me a congregation of, say — ^persons. You 
all have your different characters, your various 
circumstances, your own special difficulties. You 
each have your besetting sin, and the capacity at 
any rate for some high and noble virtue. You 
have good desires urging you upward to greater 
efforts of goodness, or evil tendencies dragging 
you down even from what you have already 
attained. You have temptations from without 
or within, home trials or difficulties in your 
work, or otherwise. And you want help and 
advice with regard to some of these. It is one 
thing for a physician to give advice when a 
person comes to him and explains all his symp- 
toms, quite another if he sends a message, and 
says in a general sort of way, " I am ill." Just 
imagine how ridiculous almost it would appear, for 
a doctor to call together all his patients, suffering 
from various ailments, great or small, and say to 
them, " Now I am going to give you a lecture 
about sickness in general, and shew you how to 
treat your several ailments." I think the patients 
would be ready to say, "This looks very much 
like quackery." And yet you see I am ventur- 
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ing to speak about spiritual difficulties, although 
some of yours may be far more delicate and 
far more important than any bodily disorder from 
which you might suffer. Yet do not call me 
foolhardy for this ; for it is the best I can do, at 
least in many of your cases. There is all the 
difference possible between giving spiritual advice, 
when you know the wants of a soul, and telling 
people generally in a sermon, how they ought to 
set about the cure of their souls. It has been 
very well compared to the difference between 
standing before a number of narrow-necked 
bottles, and pouring into them one by one out of 
a jug, or taking a bucket of water, and dashing 
the contents over the whole. In the latter case a 
little might possibly find its way into some ; but 
in the first way, you would stand a good chance of 
filling them all. So if you feel, as I daresay some 
of you do, if you were not rather shy in saying 
so, that you had rather have spiritual advice 
poured into you, than dashed at you haphazard, 
whether it suited your case or not \ I am always 
ready, at the time I have mentioned, or any other, 
to help you of the ability which God giveth. But 
on this occasion I am to speak as best I can in 
general terms about "difficulties," meaning by 
that, of course, the difficulties which may very 
well lie in the path of some of you in carrying 
out the resolves, which you are, I trust, making. 
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during this blessed Mission week. Now, as I can 
only touch lightly on certain classes of difficulties, 
I will divide my remarks into three parts ; viz., 

1. Difficulties which keep men back from a 
religious life altogether. 

2. Difficulties which keep men back from prayer 
and puMic worship. 

3. Difficulties which keep men away from the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

1. One of these is, I suppose, in some few cases 
at any rate, doubt of the truths of religion. Now 
this is quite different from that sin of unbelief of 
which I spoke some nights ago. Honest doubters, 
where they are found, (though many usurp the 
name, who are far from honest either with them- 
selves or their subject,) are rather undergoing a 
sharp temptation, than sunk in deliberate sin. 
There was one such, even amongst the circle of the 
disciples, and you know how tenderly the Lord 
treated him. Thomas demanded a clearer proof 
than there was any need for, and Jesus vouch- 
safed to give it Him. " Beach hither thy finger, 
and put it into the print of the nails ; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side ; and 
be not faithless, but believing." The spirit of 
doubt sometimes attacks those who for a long 
time have been going on weU in holy ways. They 
have perhaps never been well grounded in the 
faith, and when persecution or attack against the 
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truths they have accepted without enquiry come, 
they are staggered. What is the best remedy for 
their state ? We might perhaps recommend them 
to read books of the so-called evidences of Chris- 
tianity, we might furnish them with re9,dy-made 
arguments to meet the attacks of the enemy, but 
these would possibly tend only to create worse 
confusion, and in the case of persons unused to 
controversy, would be altogether useless. But 
there is, I believe, one sovereign remedy. Go and 
work, go and pray; do some steady hard work for 
God ; pray on, though you see no light, and your 
heart is dead and dry, and you will have your 
reward in renewed peace of mind, and«by-and-by 
one ray of light after another will steal in, until 
you see the whole truth clearly. It will be true 
of you, " He that wills to do the will of God shall 
know of the doctrine." 

Another difficulty of quite a different kind — 
one which affects a great many in this place — 
Sunday work. There are several different aspects 
of this subject, but on the present occasion I am 
simply going to consider it in one light — ^as a 
difficulty standing in the way of some persons in 
leading a religious life. It is a difficulty, with 
those who are forced to spend the whole of one 
Sunday, and part of the other, in work or in 
needful rest. It is a difficulty to those of their 
families, who by this state of things are kept 
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continually preparing meals,and otherwise occupied 
on Sunday, just as on any other day of the week. 
Yet is it not possible that a greater difficulty is 
made out of this than need be ? After all, it is 
only a portion of the community here who are so 
employed ; more than enough indeed, yet only a 
portion. Is it not in many cases simply an excuse 
for neglect where there is no difficulty at all? 
But what of those who find themselves in a real 
difficulty in the matter, but cannot avoid it ? Are 
they to throw up their work and the support of 
their families, and so by trying to keep one of 
God's laws break another ? I am not myself pre- 
pared to say this ; but I think such might at least 
begin with making the best of this state of things. 
They can at least attend one evening service in 
the fortnight; and there are many who are not 
supposed to work on Sunday, — domestic servants, 
farm labourers, and others, — who are no better off. 
Surely, if there is a will there is a way. If they 
have no privacy for prayer during the long twenty- 
four hours' work, they can surely give a longer 
time during the equally long hours of rest ; and 
this church is open day by day for all who, on 
their way to or from work, would wish for a few 
minutes' quiet. A basket of tools or provisions 
will do no harm to the church floor, if its owner is 
on his knees asking for God's protection and 
blessing on his day's or night's work. Then if a 
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man's heart be truly set on God, to serve Him and 
pray to Him, his very work becomes a continual 
prayer. A man may be a true Christian if he 
does his work *' as unto the Lord," and sanctifies it 
by short prayers, or thoughts sent up to God, just 
as much as the man who spends his time in prayer 
and in the study of Gtxi's word. This difficulty is a 
very real one in some cases ; it is a trying one ; it 
is one which tempts men very much to give up 
trying altogether ; but there is a way out of it, at 
any rate to some extent, for those who are in 
earnest. 

Then there is the opinion of our fellows : the 
ideas of the pit, or the yard, or the cabin, or the 
office. We could stand a few good arguments; 
but the constant banter, the little jests, the sneer 
or the scoflf, are too much for us. The man gets 
tired of the conflict, and drops down to the level 
of others. Let me remind you, my brother, that 
this is the very difficulty which everyone has who 
bears the cross. Are you a member of a thorn- 
crowned Head, and yet cannot stand these little 
annoyances? It was not the weight of Jesus' 
crown which troubled Him. It was the con- 
stant pricking of the uneven thorns. Some 
kept piercing His head; others just grazed or 
scratched the tender skin as He moved His head 
in weariness ; and I dare say that thorny crown 
caused Him more real annoyance, than the more 
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severe wounds of hands and feet. Bear you your 
crown of thorns; it is a species of martyrdom, 
a kind of conf essorship ; but to martyrdom and 
confessorship every true Christian is called; for 
"he that hateth his life shall find it, and who- 
soever shall confess Me before men, him will 
I also confess before My Father, Which is in 
heaven." 

Bear up, my brother; and, after all, a bold, 
determined courage will soon put to flight these 
tiresome flies which annoy you. 

2. Then next, the diflSculties which keep you 
back from prayer, private and public. The diffi- 
culty of finding privacy for prayer. " Enter into 
thy closet, and shut to thy door, and pray to thy 
Father which is in secret." "That's all very 
well," say you, " for the man who has a private 
room to retire to ; but what am I to do, when I 
have a large family always about, with perhaps 
several lodgers? If I were to try and pray, I 
should only draw attention to myself, and be 
called a hypocrite." Well, True it is a great 
difficulty, and one not easily got over ; but I think 
there is a way even here, nay, two or three ways, 
to get over the difficulty. Is there not an hour or 
two, at some time in the day when there is com- 
parative quiet ? In the early morning, after the 
husband and lodgers have gone to work, and 
before the children are up? or in the forenoon 
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during school hours ? or in the quiet stillness just 
before going to bed ? You know better than I do, 
when. That is the time to make your prayer- 
hour; and if you can by that avoid a quarter 
of an hour's useless gossip, so much the better; 
you will have avoided many a sin, and gained 
many a grace. And a man ought not to be 
ashamed to be seen on his knees. Do you not 
think that your children would value prayer much 
more, if they knew that you used it regularly, and 
knelt down before going forth to your work, and 
as you laid yourself down to sleep. If your boys 
and girls know you never pray, is it a wonder if, 
when they leave Sunday-school, they leave oflf 
prayer too ? You have taught them it is not a 
thing for men ; is it likely they will practise it ? 
I have thought of another way out of the diflft- 
culty. People in our country have fallen too 
much into the idea that churches are places only 
for service or for preaching. They forget that 
they are, first of all, houses of prayer. They have 
got this idea, because an evil custom has prevailed 
of locking church doors. Now, we leave this little 
church open. About the greatest harm that 
happens to it in consequence is, that a mischievous 
child sometimes tries to pull the bell. Now men 
and women here do not, as a rule, keep mostly in 
their houses ; their work takes them out. At any 
rate, if you want a quiet quarter of an hour, to 
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read your Bible or pray to God, you can always 
find a resting-place here, and one where God will 
hearken to your prayer. If you would use the 
church like this, oh, how you would learn to love 
it ! You would soon say with David, " Oh, how 
amiable are Thy dwellings, Thou Lord of hosts! 
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into 
the courts of the Lord: my heart and my flesh 
rejoice in the living God." You would get to 
understand that text: "Lord, I have loved the 
habitation of Thy house, and the place where 
Thine honour dwelleth." Perhaps someone will 
say, " Oh, that would be like the Pharisee going 
up into \hQ temple to pray ! " But you must re- 
member that in the parable the publican went 
there too ; and if you pray in his spirit, you will, 
like him, go down to your house justified. 

Then there is still another way out of the 
difficulty. S. Paul says, "I will that men pray 
everywhere, holding up holy hands." You can 
pray in your heart, though your Ups are silent. 
Think of a verse of Holy Scripture, or a petition 
of the Lord's Prayer, or a collect out of the 
Prayer-book, and think it over, and pray about it 
as you go on with your ordinary work. It is well 
to have stated times for prayer, or we may forget 
to pray altogether, but it is also well to keep on 
praying thus, from time to time, in the midst of 
our work. It keeps us in mind of the presence 
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of God. Have I helped you out of any of your 
difficulties about prayer ? 

Then there is public worship. I believe that 
one thing which keeps a great many away from 
the public worship of the Church is, that they 
do not know where to find their places in their 
Prayer-book, or cannot read sufficiently well to 
follow the service, and think they look sin- 
gular. Now a very few times at Church and a 
very little attention, would soon get over this 
difficulty. It is mostly a matter of knowing 
where to turn the pages, and I could easily show 
any of you that in a few lessons. It is surely 
worth the trouble to learn. If a man were set to 
be pointsman on a railway he might not be very 
clever, but he would take the trouble to learn the 
code of signals. A ploughman does not generally 
lay claim to being a scholar, and yet he can tell 
you the order of crops on a farm. He knows his 
own business, and it is surely as much the 
business of a Christian man, to know how to take 
an intelligent part in the worship of the Christian 
assembly. And, after all, there is only a very 
smaU part of the service, which you cannot follow 
without a book. The Psalms, of course, would be 
a difficulty to a poor scholar; but take out these, 
and see how easily you might learn to follow the 
course of, say, the Evening Service. The confession 
is repeated for you line by line. You will soon 

F 
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know that and the Lord's Prayer by heart 
When the Psalms are over you have only to 
listen to the Lessons. The two Canticles, ''My 
soul doth magnify," and " Lord, now lettest thou 
Thy servant depart," you will know in a few 
Sundays. You can say the Creed already, and 
the short answers to the verses said by the priest 
are only a few words to remember, and easily 
picked up when everyone else is saying them, and 
then there is nothing more for you to say, except 
to join with heart, and voice, and soul in the 
amen at the end of every prayer. I am quite 
sure that, when the first shyness is worn off, you 
would in a few Sundays find yourself quite at 
home in the Church Service. 

Some people have an idea that the Church 
Service is all a form, and that you can get no good 
of it — ^it does not come from the heart, or suit 
each one's particular needs. Why that is just 
what it does. It is not one man saying what he 
thinks best for a number of others, but it is a 
large general prayer which takes in everybody's 
wants. I am quite sure there is no one in sorrow 
or distress, who wants to confess their sins, or to 
ask for forgiveness, or to thank Grod for some 
special mercy, or to pray for a blessing, who will 
not find something to suit his case, even in the 
course of one service. Why, see for how many 
different classes of persons we have prayed. 
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during the course of this Mission at the after- 
meetings. All the prayers I have used for all 
these different needs and wants I find by turning 
over the leaves of the Prayer-book. No, instead 
of the Prayer-book being a difficulty to a poor 
man, it ought to be his best friend ; it will teach 
him, if he will use it, not only how to pray in 
Church ; but what to say in his prayers at home, 
whether in his family, or at his bedside. The 
Bible and the Prayer-book are both scoffed at on 
one side or another ; but for the humble, faithful 
follower of Jesus Christ, they are a very good 
guide to heaven. 

3. Now at last I come to difficulties which keep 
men from the Holy Sacrament. " I am not good 
enough." Well, who is good enough? and yet 
Jesus said, "Drink ye all of this." Was Peter 
good enough, who afterwards betrayed his Lord ? 
Was Thomas good enough, who doubted the resur- 
rection ? Ah, doubtful, falling Christian, you are 
just the one to come! You want to have your 
faith strengthened, and you need help against 
temptation. Jesus did not give this Holy Sacra- 
ment only for those who are good, but He gave 
it to make men better. Did He call the publicans 
and sinners to Him, when He was on earth ? Did 
He love Mary Magdalene, and the penitent thief, 
and Peter, and Lazarus, when He was on earth ? 
And do you think that He will spurn you now, 
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because you are sinful, or miserable, or weak, or 
wretched ? No, no ; Jesus looks for penitents at 
His table, not for perfect men and women ; and 
when He sees the tears running down their cheeks, 
and hears the cry of their broken hearts, then He 
gives the grace of His Holy Spirit to console their 
mourning, and turns the water of tears into the 
wine of His chalice, and gives them the bread of 
comfort, and the wine of His consolations. He 
says to them, " Come, eat of My bread, and drink 
of the wine which I have mingled." And that 
bread, which is His body broken, strengthens their 
hearts ; and that wine poured out, which is Hia 
blood shed, wipes away the crimson stain of their 
sins. Where is " I am not good enough " now ? 

One stumbling-block in the way of many per39ns 
is the language of the Prayer Book, where it says 
that " they who eat and drink unworthily, eat and 
drink their own damnation." Now there are two 
words in this passage which are easily misunder- 
stood — "damnation" and "unworthily;" for this 
word " damnation " has changed its meaning since 
it was used in the Prayer-book. By it we now 
mean generally "eternal condemnation." But it 
means rather in this place "judgment," and what 
S. Paul meant in these words (for they are taken 
from S. Paul) is, that the Corinthians, to whom 
he was writing, by their imworthy way of receiv- 
ing the Holy Communion (for they made it a kind 



WHAT ARE YOUR DIFFICULTIES? 69 

of common feast), brought upon themselves judg- 
ment ; as he goes on to say, " For this cause man j 
are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep " 
{i.e, arQ dead). Those who eat and drink un- 
worthily bring some kind of judgment upon 
themselves. It does not follow that even an 
unworthy receiver wiU of necessity never be 
forgiven. 

Then there is a mistaken idea of what "un- 
worthy " means. Many take it as though it meant 
" without sin ;'* and since they know they are not 
without sin, they never come at all. But the 
Prayer Book in another place explains what is 
meant by "unworthy." "Ye that do truly and 
earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love 
and charity with your neighbours, and intend to 
lead a new life." 

Now here are three things needful for a worthy 
communicant : 1. To repent of his sin. 2. To be 
in charity. 3. To determine to amend. Cannot 
you have all these three conditions ? What is to 
hinder you? If you cannot in this sense be a 
worthy communicant, you are not fit to die. So 
that difficulty goes overboard. 

" People will say I am turning saint." Let them 
say it. Bather, would God it were true. Ah, yes ; 
this is the only way I can be a saint. I know I 
cannot be such of myself. I know I have no 
holiness or goodness. But if I come to Jesus in 
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the blessed Sacrament, He will give me His good- 
ness. Then I shall not be ashamed. I shall not 
heed what men say ; for I shall hear Him speaking 
in my heart. I shall know His voice an4 follow 
Him, and He will lead me in the green pastures, 
and by the still waters of grace and peace; and 
some day, spite of all men say, I shall really be a 
saint; I shall hear His voice say, "Well done, 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord." And those who mocked and jeered 
will say of me, " We fools accounted his life mad- 
ness, and his end to be ^thout honour. How is 
he numbered among the children of God, and his 
lot is among the saints." 
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Toil, and labour, and weariness, the evils which 
follow on work, are the result of sin. The ground 
was cursed for man's sake ; it was to bring forth 
thorns and thistles, and in the sweat of his face 
man must eat bread. All this because of dis- 
obedience. Toil is thus the heritage of all the 
sons of Adam. It is one of the evils to which all 
flesh is heir. If I were to try to convince you 
that toil, and labour, and weariness are not evils, 
you would smile, and rightly, and it would be 
simply trying to deceive you ; for they are evils, 
and evils which necessarily follow in the train of 
sin. But let us distinguish between toil and 
work. Toil is the result of sin, but work was 
always from the beginning meant to be man's 
portion, one of the activities of his nature. 
There was work in Paradise. Adam was to till 
the garden, and keep it. He was to exercise his 
body with active work, and his mind was to find 
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occupation in the study of Nature. There was no 
idleness there, though toil and weariness were 
absent. So also will it be in the restored Paradise 
of the New Jerusalem. There they rest not day 
nor night; the continual active life of the re- 
deemed goes on unceasingly, and yet there is no 
weariness. 

Now, to the man or woman who lives simply 
the life of the world, all work is toil ; and there is 
no relief, unless they betake themselves to idle- 
ness. But to the Christian, work is a noble thing. 
It has its weariness, its painfulness, but they are 
nothing to the delight of doing his duty. A man 
who does not work, and work regularly and syste- 
matically, is not to be called a man in the Christian 
sense ; it is the Christian rule as well as the rule 
of Nature — " If a man will not work, neither may 
he eat." Work is as much a department of Chris- 
tian life as prayer. It matters not on what kind 
of work a man is engaged, hand-labour or brain- 
work, it is aU a part of his life's work. It would 
be no kindness to tell you now, if you have em- 
braced the service of Jesus Christ, and determined 
to live the life of faith and love, that all will be 
ease and comfort. No, the Christian life is not only 
the life of faith, but a life of faithful work. Jesus 
Christ, whom we have chosen as our Master, the 
Master of generosity, the Master of courage, the 
Master of love, expects that all His servants will 
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do their work faithfully under His eyes. When 
then in God's name I bid you begin this life of 
faith and love, I tell you not that there is no 
work. There will be regular work, hard work, 
often toilsome and wearisome, but it will be done 
for a Master whose service is perfect freedom ; it 
will be done not under foremen or masters under 
Him, but directly under the encouragement of His 
eye; and if it be done faithfully and dutifully, 
whenever there is a burden heavier than usual, 
we shall feel His everlasting arms under us, and 
ourselves borne up as we bear the burden. 

Let us look at some branches of distinctive 
Christian work: 

1. Self-denial. " Whosoever taketh not up his 
cross and followeth Me, cannot be My disciple." 
Have you no cross ? Does your life go on in one 
even course ? Have you no pain or sickness, no 
anxieties in your home, no temptations or trials 
in your soul, no poverty, no want at your heart ? 
Then fear, lest there should be for you no crown. 
See if there is not some cross in your way, which 
you may take up and bear after Jesus ; see if there 
is not some oppressed, sickly, poverty-stricken 
body, or some trembling, weary, sin-stained soul, 
whose cross you can help to bear. But most of us 
have our own cross. It is that cross which we 
find at our doors, which we have to bear after 
Jesus. Let us do it lovingly, bravely, cheerfully. 
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Bemember that your cross is part of the cross 
of Jesus. Now you are Jesus' disciple; you are 
part of Him, and He associates you with Himself 
in Hi8 cross-bearing. Do you remember how. 
when Jesus was toiling towards Calvary, with His 
heavy load upon His shoulders, and could bear it 
no longer, they compelled Simon, a Gyrenian, 
coming out of the country, to bear His cross ? 
Oh, blessed Simon, thus to be allowed to save the 
suffering Son of God a little part of His pain, to 
relieve Him even for a few moments of His 
burden! Oh, blessed Simon — say, rather. Oh 
blessed thou — ^thou who art permitted like him 
to follow after Jesus with a real cross, not of 
wood, but of suffering, like the cross of Jesus 
Himself! Ah! let us bear our cross lovingly. 
It is nothing to be poor, to be sorrow-stricken, to 
be in weariness and painfulness, to be in fastings 
and watchings, to suffer and to die; but it is 
something to do all this, or even a little of these 
things, along with Jesus. If you had your choice, 
of staying by yourself in your comfortable home 
surrounded by every luxury— or of going on a long 
and toilsome journey through waste lands, through 
burning deserts and over stormy seas, with your 
dearest and closest friend — would not love impel 
you to the latter ? So love impels the Christian to 
walk on the King's highway of the Holy Cross ; 
to enter on the narrow and straight path, rugged 
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though it is, and to plant his feet in the prints 
made by the blood-marked footsteps of Jesus, 
even though he suffer in the same way. Bear 
the cross lovingly with Jesus, and the love 
of Jesus will bear you. Bear the cross bravely. 
Look at the Master. Why did His courage never 
fail ? How could He endure all the sufferings of 
that terrible night of suffering in Gethsemane, 
and all the unknown agonies of the cross ? How 
could He endure the burning thirst, and the loss 
of blood, and the mental sufferings, as He saw the 
fearful work of sin, and the loss of countless souls 
who would not accept His salvation ? It was in the 
love of His heavenly Father, and in His love of 
your souls, that He endured it all. He had come to 
work out man's salvation, and while the day of His 
work lasted He would not flinch for one moment 
from the toU, but struggled on bravely untU He 
could say, " It is finished." It was in the fore- 
sight of the reward He knew of. " He saw of the 
travail of His soul, and was satisfied." He saw the 
myriads who would wash their robes, and make 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. He saw 
the seat of glory and rest prepared for His poor 
toil-worn, overwrought human nature, at the right 
hand of God ; and in the view of that glory He 
persevered to the end. So do you bear the cross 
bravely. Think of the end. A little toil with 
Jesus now, and endless rest with Him hereafter. 
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Bear it cheerfully. Many spoil their cross. 
They bear it indeed, but bear it with so much 
grumbling and so much discontent, that it looks 
unlovely in the eyes of other people; so that 
they say, " Well, if this is your religion, if this is 
your bearing your cross, if it makes you so dis- 
agreeable and unsocial, and proud and unsym- 
pathetic, we are better without it. No, brethren, 
the true cross-bearer bears his cross after Jesus 
cheerfuUy, with a bright countenance, taking 
lightly all the innumerable little daily troubles, 
not fretting over them, or considering himself 
hardly used, but as a natural part of the life he 
has willingly chosen. Be a true cross-bearer, and 
nothing can put you out. 

2. Another branch of Christian work is peace- 
making. '' Blessed are the peace-makers : for 
they shall be called the children of God." Love 
of the brethren is indeed a truly Christian work. 
The. psalmist had seized a large portion of the 
spirit of Christianity when he said, " Behold, how 
good and joyful a thing it is, brethren, to dwell 
together in unity." Jesus declared that this would 
be a mark of His true followers. " By this shall 
all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye have 
love one to another." And His last prayer was a 
prayer for unity : " That they all may be one ; as 
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they 
also may be one in Us." And how much room is 
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there for the exercise of this peace-makiiig ? We 

have before our eyes the sad fact of the divisions 

of the Christian world — ^men calling themselves 

by the name of Christ, hoping for the same heaven, 

and in many cases beUeving in substance the same 

truths, yet pursuing diflferent roads, and too often 

thinking and speaking of each other with bitter 

and angry feelings. And how do we act in this 

matter — Churchman or Dissenter; for the same 

will apply to both ? Do we not too often try to 

shift our responsibility for this sad state of things ? 

Do we not in effect say very often, "Love the 

brethren" ? Yes ; but the brethren are those of my 

own sect, or of my own particular branch of the 

Catholic Church of Christ. But, brethren, the 

love of the Christian ought to be a copy of the 

love of God, and therefore wide and inclusive. 

" For the love of God is broader than the measure 

of man's mind," and the love of the Christian 

must therefore extend beyond the limits of 

Church or even of creed. There is a brotherhood 

of humanity. To be a man, is to share in the 

nature of Jesus Christ ; for Jesus Christ is Man. 

Where you see a fellow-man, you see one, who is 

of the same nature as Jesus Christ — ^you see one, 

for whom Christ died ; and if you have any love 

for Jesus Christ, or any share in His work for 

souls, you must love that man — you must be 

drawn to him by the common tie of the brother- 
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hood of humanity. Then, closer still, there is the 
brotherhood of the Christian name. Let us never 
forget that those who are duly baptized in the 
name of the Holy Trinity, are members of Christ's 
body. They are grafted into Him, and made 
members of His Holy Catholic Church. Dis- 
obedient children they may be, wandering chil- 
dren, making little folds for themselves outside 
the enclosures of Holy Church ; but still members 
of that unity of spiritual life which, like the 
wind, " bloweth where it listeth." 

Let no one understand me to be arguing on the 
side of outward disunion. The Lord meant His 
Church to be one outwardly as well as inwardly, 
and we ought all to strive that it may be so. But 
the way to bring it about is not to magnify our 
differences, which after all are more often mis- 
understandings than anything else, but to see how 
near we are, and what hope there is of drawing 
nearer. Now, in any attempt at unity among 
ourselves, we must leave out of sight mere pro- 
fessors. There will be no real attempt at union 
unless among those who are really in earnest — 
really spiritually-minded. The earnest Dissenter, 
the earnest Churchman, they alone are likely to 
see their points of agreement, and to make light of 
their points of difference. Now, who is to be first 
to hold out the olive-branch — Churchman or 
Dissenter? Nothing, I believe, short of actual 
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apostacy, can justify the first author of schism, 

who breaks the unity of the body of Christ. 

But when we speak of Dissent, we Churchmen 

ought to be the first to acknowledge our own 

deficiencies. Bemember, in the first place, when 

we speak of Dissenters, that we are not thinking 

of those who are the authors of schism, or who 

have wilfully separated themselves from the unity 

of the Church, but of such as have been brought 

up in that form of religion, and have derived all 

their spiritual knowledge, all theur impressions of 

holy things, from it. If you sent a little child 

away from your care when quite an infant, and 

had it brought up in a close court in a large town, 

should you be astonished to find that it needed 

time, to understand and fully enjoy the bright sun 

and skies, the fields and lanes of your country 

home ? 

And if it be the first offender who should sue 
for peace, has the Church nothing to be ashamed 
of in the past, and that not so long ago ? What 
about unworthy clergy, who forgot that they were 
priests of the living God, shepherds of the sheep, 
set to preach the gospel to the poor, to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to seek for the lost and those who 
are out of the way ? What of churches closed and 
neglected, damp, and fitted up for the comfort of 
the rich to the exclusion of the poor ? What of cold 
and cheerless services, telling of sloth and neglect. 



8o OUR VILLAGE MISSION, 

instead of the beauty of holiness, and the delight 
of worshipping God in spirit and in truth ? Can 
we wonder that the sheep began to wander, or that 
men burning with the love of God and of souls, 
found other outlets for their enthusiasm, when the 
church of the day had stuck up a post, " No road, no 
enthusiasm — above all, no zeal ?" Do not let us be 
always branding our fellows with the name Dis- 
senters. After all, Dissenter is only a political 
name, and does not represent any religious fact at 
all. A Churchman is a dissenter if he happens to 
be in a country where Presbyterianism or some 
other sect is established by law. Let us speak of 
them rather as children of the Church who are 
estranged from their parent, sent away by some 
misunderstanding or old grievance, just as a son is 
sometimes alienated by the harshness of a father, 
but may one day come back and find in the 
bosom of the Holy Church, that peace and rest and 
true spiritual nourishment which they can never 
have in the same degree anywhere else. And one 
more thought there is, which should make us very 
tender towards all who do not agree with us, or 
who, we believe, are dissenting from the truth. It 
is this : How often do our own wills dissent from 
God's will ? Ah, I think, if we accuse our brethren 
too vehemently for their schism, their breaking of 
unity, we may one day hear the voice of Jesus 
saying, " He that is without sin among you, let 
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him cast the first stone." When God has called 
us into the green pastures of His Holy Church, 
when He has given us every privilege — ^privileges 
of frequent services, an open church, and weekly 
celebration of the Holy Communion — privileges 
of holy seasons, and sacraments, and prayer, and 
every opportunity of drawing near to Him, do we 
respond? Is it not often and often that His service 
is as weariness, and sloth takes the place of love ? 
Perhaps if,instead of saying hard things of another's 
mistakes, we would learn a little earnestness, it 
would be the better for ourselves : and nothing is 
ever gained by unkind words or thoughts. 

Yet we must be true to principle. We can 
yield up our own harshness, our own want of 
charity, our own fancies, but not the truth ; for 
that is not ours to yield. And if we believe, as 
we say in the Creeds, in "One, Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church," a visible communion with 
its appointed ministry, and its sacraments, and 
order, and means of grace ; we may no more deny 
that, either by word or act of schism, than we 
may deny the truth of the preceding article, " I 
believe in the Holy Ghost." We shall never be 
nearer true union, so long as we cry, " It does not 
matter, we all hope for the same place at last." 
It does matter. We all hope to reach heaven, but 
is it of no consequence that we shoidd be all taking 
different roads, when the Lord marked out one ? 

G 
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Bj all means let us have charity; let ns 
remove all misunderstandings which hinder union, 
but do not let us have a false peace. To say, 
" It does not matter, let each go his own way/' 
is toleration. Toleration is a good thing to have ; 
but it is not union. True union can only be, 
when the true faith is held "in unity of spirit, 
in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life," 
and for this we hope and pray. What suggestions 
can be made to both Churchmen an^ Dissenters 
to lead to this happy result ? 

Understand why a man is a Churchman . . . 
the solid grounds. . . . Many Churchmen do not 
know. . . . Many Dissenters have wrong ideas. 
. . . Understand why a man is a Dissenter . . . 
different forms of Dissent expressions of wants not 
satisfied in the Church. . . . Ask if revival of 
religion within the Church is not removing this 
cause for Dissent. . . . Ask if modem Dissent or 
true Church life is nearer the model of Wesley 
and his first followers. . . . Let all, Churchmen 
and Dissenters, draw nearer God, and so to each 
other ... it is in the true life of piety that 
difficulties such as these are solved, not in the 

heat of controversy. 

• ••••• 

As we draw to the close of our Mission-week, 
let us think rather of the rest which comes after 
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labour. What do I mean by that ? Do I mean, 
that y^^ are rather tired with this week's work, and 
are going to rest? or that there has been some 
spiritual excitement, some rousing of the soul's 
life, and that now we are going to let it fall 
asleep again, to let sloth creep over us and wipe 
out the impressions which have been made. No 
doubt it will be so with some, with those on 
whose souls the breeze of God's Holy Spirit has 
moved, and ruffled only the surface. But not so 
with those souls that have been troubled to their 
very depths. Not so with those, whose hearts 
have been broken by sorrow and contrition, who 
have learnt their own sin and the exceeding love 
of God, the all-prevailing pardon and the abound- 
ing grace of the precious blood of Jesus. Not so 
with those, who have set their face steadfastly 
God-wards, and resolved in the strength of prayer 
and the Spirit to persevere in well-doing. 

Or does it mean, that now we have accepted 
Christ as our Master, and chosen the life of faith 
and love, there are to be no more temptations or 
trials ; that where before there was conflict, ndw 
there will be ease ; and where there was trial, now 
there will be comfort? No, not this; for the 
conflict wiU stiU be fierce. For a time perhaps 
fiercer than before. For a time of grace is always 
a time of special temptation. After the Mission 
is over then, be on your guard. Look out for the 
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first temptation &at comes, and beware of it. It 
will in all probability be the trial-scene of your 
soul ; the time of decision which will determine 
your future, it may be for many years to come, 
perhaps for eternity. But "rest after labour" 
mews this — it means hope, and hope is the one 
power which can overcome all difficulties. If 
you cut off hope from a man's life irreversibly, he 
sinks back helpless. But place him in the midst 
of the gi*eatest danger or perplexity, with one 
possible outlet for hope, and all is changed. 
There are countries in the neighbourhood of fiery 
mountains where the earth frequently shakes 
violently, and at periods more or less distant, the 
mountain casts forth a stream of molten lava, 
mixed with sulphurous ashes and lurid cinders. 
This fiery stream boils over the crater, and rushes 
down the mountain sides, and through the fertile 
valleys, overwhelming in its impetuous course the 
smilhig cornfields and terrmjed vineyards, destroy- 
ing palaces and homesteads, embracing all in one 
fatal destruction. But after a time it ceases, and 
when all has been at rest a little, so fertile is the 
soil, that it bears a triple crop, and industry, that 
balm which nature knows how to spread over 
every wound, sets to work, and festoons the ruins 
with flowers. So too hope acts upon the heart of 
man. The bright days of childhood pass, and 
labour begins; but the young toil on in hope of 
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a position in life, of comfort and renowit The 

^weaiy anxieties of mature age often lead a man- 

to despair; but hope makes him look out with 

longing eyes for the rest and peace of grey hairs ; . 

and when these fail, then the Christian hope steps 

in, the only one worth the name of hope, the iope 

of the home beyond the grave, "the continuing 

city," "the city which hath foundations," where 

the weary straining after rest is satisfied in the 

deep peace and unbroken joy of the eternal 

sunshine. 
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